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Join us this Sunday! 
St. Onge UCC  8:30 am 

Belle Fourche UCC  10:00 am 

Communion on the first Sunday of each month 

Services also on Facebook & our webpage: www.bfsoucc.net 

The Friendly Visitor Newsletter 

October 2024 



The Pastor’s Pen 
 

    The coming elections are on everyone’s minds these days…oh, you thought I was 

talking about the state and national elections?  Nope, I’m talking about the upcoming 

special congregational meeting at the BF First Congregational Church where we will 

consider, discuss, and possibly vote on adopting a completely new set of bylaws for our 

church.  Over the years, our governing documents have only received “cosmetic” updates, and our 

practices have changed so that we aren’t really following them as closely as we should.  Also, we have a 

smaller congregation, so do we really need nine deacons and seven trustees?  Is a music committee 

optional or mandated? These are some of the questions that we will talking about so that our congregation 

can move confidently forward to serve Jesus Christ, our membership, and our community.  This is the 

first rewrite of our constitution and bylaws since our denomination (the United Church of Christ) was 

established in 1957.  

    Jesus asked the crowds if they understood the changing signs of the earth and sky to discern the 

weather, yet they do not know how to interpret the present time?    Through our congregational meetings, 

we seek the Spirit’s guidance to lead us out of the past and into the future. 

    And we’ll see you in church, 
 

  Pastor Chuck Aurand 
 

                                                                                  

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures for October 2024 
 

10/06   Mark 10:2-16  World Communion Sunday 

10/13  Mark 10:17-31  A God of Impossible Possibilities 

10/20  Mark 10:35-45  Sitting Next to Jesus 

10/27  Mark 10:46-52  What Do You Want? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

coffee & conversation 

following worship 
           (And you don’t really have to drink coffee!) 
 

Belle Fourche UCC  Oct 6th 

St. Onge UCC           Oct 13th 
 

Join us for refreshments and refreshing 

conversation. 

“Whoever wishes to be first among you 
must be servant of all.”  ~ Mark 10:44      

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:stylo.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 BIRTHDAYS 
Marva Ryther 11 

Jackie Crowley 18 

Megan Ryther 19 

Joe Russell 26 

Micah Canfield 26 

Lori Fairbanks 28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Kim & Mark Bachman 3 

 

 

 

Edgewood Vista 

Vi Barnes 

Cheri Miller 

Dottie Clarkson-Teague 
 

 

Judy’s Assisted Living            Sundance Long Term Care & Rehab 

Irene Olson                                                              Betty Schnaible 
 

Rolling Hills Long Term Care 

Lydell Koerner 

 

Monument Health Sturgis Care Center 

Harry Haivala 

 

 

                      Belle Fourche UCC                  St. Onge UCC 
   
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Upcoming Advent Study 
 

   Beginning November 20th at 7pm. 
 

                 Light of the World  

                Dr. Amy-Jill Levine 

is a professor of New Testament  

and Jewish Studies. 
 

    Order your book now from your 

favorite book retailer to avoid delays  

in the holiday rush. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Teresa Aspen 1 

Mary Ann Wells 7 

Thom Martin 7 

Serena Lorenz (Kokesh) 10 

John Cooper 11 

Chuck Aurand 18 

Graydon Dailey 18 

Darian Reede 18 

JoAnn Lange 19 

Winter McMahon 22 

Braydon Moser 22 

Jean Helmer 27 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Brian & Teresa Aspen 11 

 

 

Sandstone Senior Living 

Jack & Mary Ann Wells 

 

Hickory House Apartments 

De Johnson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

      BF Youth Sunday School 

 

 

 

             

 

 

       Youth Sunday School returns October 6th. 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

       BF August 2024 Financials 

 
Beginning balance       44,842.53 

      Deposits          8,128.69 

      Expenses          8,738.60 

End of month (July)      44,232.62   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What dead person did the witch of 
Endor call to speak with King Saul? 
a) Moses, the Law-Giver 
b) Jacob the Patriarch 
c) Samuel, the Prophet 
d) The Apostle Paul  

c)Samuel (1 Sam. 28:3-25     

Bible Quiz 

Dear UCC Church Family, 

 

      Thank you for the beautiful 

grand piano music box! I am grateful 

to have been able to play for our 

church services, funerals, weddings, 

etc. those many years. 

      I feel very blessed to have 

been able to be a part of our church 

life. Thank you again for such a 

wonderful remembrance. 

 

Love,  

  Lanelle 

A Special BF Congregational Meeting has been 

scheduled for October 20th to consider a new set of 

bylaws for our church.  Copies of the proposed bylaws 

are being mailed out and are available in the church 

office. 
 

This Special Meeting will begin immediately 

following our worship service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Black Hills Association 

 is meeting at the Spearfish 

UCC (920 Main Street) on 

Sunday, October 13th.  

Registration begins at 2:30 pm.   
 

All are invited! 
 

(Dinner is provided for $10) 

 

 

Spooktacular is coming soon. 

 

Bring your donated (wrapped) candy to the 

church office and we will pair it with a “First 

Congregational Church UCC” pencil to hand out 

to all the trick-or-treaters this Halloween. 

 

And THANK YOU! 

Upcoming Camp at 
Placerville 

 

Fall Youth Event  

November 1-3, 2024 

Placerville Camp is also available  

for your group or family event. 

Call or email for more information  

Phone: 605-342-1390 

placervillecampucc@gmail.com 

www.placervillecamp.net    



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

  

Like the days of a  
TREE 

Shall the days of my 
people be. 

 

Isaiah 65:22, NRSV 



 



 

 



 
 



 

 


