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Join us this Sunday! 
St. Onge UCC  8:30 am 

Belle Fourche UCC  10:00 am 

Communion on the first Sunday of each month 

Services also on Facebook & our webpage: www.bfsoucc.net 

The Friendly Visitor Newsletter 

December 2024 



The Pastor’s Pen 
 

    Christmas is a time of remembrance and anticipation.   

    We remember the loving-kindness of God throughout the ages.  We recall our God 

beside us through the exodus from Egypt and the trials in the wilderness of Sinai.  Our 

minds race with our Lord God guiding Aaron and Joshua as we entered into the promised 

land. 

    We remember the excitement of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem with the coming of the shepherds and 

angels.  Oh, how our hearts were stirred with the teaching of Jesus on the mount and beside the Sea of 

Galilee.  And we remember his death and resurrection!  This is our history and we remember. 

    We also anticipate the coming again of Jesus Christ into the world in final victory.  It is no wonder that 

Christmas is one of the most celebrated of our Church holidays. 

    I hope you will join us in our preparation and celebration of Christmas.  Our Advent study continues on 

Wednesday, December 4th and 11th.  We are offering a Blue Christmas service this year on December 

21st—the longest night.  Our youth Christmas programs will be held on December 22nd.  The Belle 

Fourche congregation will then go caroling as we deliver our Christmas baskets.  And of course, our 

traditional candlelight Christmas Eve worship will be offered at both locations.  For all of our many 

activities:  You are welcome here. 
 

    And we’ll see you in church, 
 

  Pastor Chuck Aurand 
 

                                                                                  

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Scriptures for December 2024 
 

12/01   Luke 21:29-38  First Sunday of Advent - it’s coming 

12/08  Luke 3:1-6   Elijah…er…John the Baptist prepares 

12/15  Luke 3:7-18   Who’s in prison and who’s stepping up 

12/22  Luke 1:39-56  Mary sings with joy and remembrance 

12/29  Luke 2:41-52  Jesus tours the Temple 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

coffee & conversation 

following worship 
           (And you don’t really have to drink coffee!) 
 

Belle Fourche UCC  Dec 1st 

St. Onge UCC           Dec 8th 
 

Join us for refreshments and refreshing 

conversation. 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior.”   Luke 1:46      

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:stylo.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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 BIRTHDAYS 
Helen Royall-McKeown 4 

Jesus 25 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
none 

Edgewood Vista 

Cheri Miller 

 

   Sundance Long Term Care & Rehab 

Betty Schnaible 
 

Rolling Hills Long Term Care 

Lydell Koerner 

 

Monument Health Sturgis Care Center 

Harry Haivala 

 

 

                      Belle Fourche UCC                  St. Onge UCC 
   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 22nd     Christmas Eve (Tuesday, Dec. 24th) 

Christmas Programs at both locations   Belle Fourche UCC……..5:30 pm 

Belle Fourche caroling following worship  St Onge UCC……………4:00 pm 

 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Brent Scheele 5 

Barb Embrey 14 

LaDawn Hespe 14 

Jesus 25 

Devin Stephens 27 

Kevin Fuhrer 30 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 none 

 

Sandstone Senior Living 

Jack & Mary Ann Wells 

 

Hickory House Apartments 

De Johnson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

      BF Youth Sunday School 

 

 

 

             

 

 

                 Youth Sunday School  

             December 1, 8, 15, & 22 

    at 9:30 am 
     

 
A Blue Christmas service, happening on December 21 at 5 pm, is a 

quiet place where grief, pain, or disappointment can be 

acknowledged in the hustle and bustle of the holidays. This may be 

a contemplative respite for weary hearts. 
 

In a season of celebration, grief doesn't seem to have a place. But in 

reality, the holiday season can amplify feelings of sorrow and pain. 

Loss of any kind such as broken relationships, a health crisis, or financial uncertainty can cause 

suffering that brings hurt, pain, grief, and disappointment. 
 

Blue Christmas offers a reflective and quiet approach to Christmas for anyone grieving a loss of 

any kind with words of comfort, music, and heartfelt prayers all designed to give you comfort 

and strength. 
 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills -- where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  

~ Psalm 121:1-2   
 

Lost & Found 
There are two nice jackets, a cap, and a Pontiac key fob hanging on the hooks outside the 

church office.  If you know the owners of these items, please direct them to the church office. 
 

     

   BF October 2024 Financials 

 
Beginning balance       45,878.76 

      Deposits           8,118.64 

      Expenses          8,485.79 

End of month (Oct)      45,497.61   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ earthly father was Joseph. 
Joseph means _______,  
a) God adds 
b) God remembers 
c) God saves 
d) None of the above  

a)Joseph means God adds; Zechariah 
means God remembers; and 
Joshua/Jesus means God saves.     

Bible Quiz 



Hey, Belle Fourche UCC! 
 

Join us as we deliver our Christmas baskets to some of our “super” Senior members.  We 

will have an hay ride (maybe without the hay) to sing up some Christmas cheer with every 

delivery. 
 

And of course we will have some pizza before we head out! 

Meet us after worship in the Fellowship Hall on December 22nd. 

 

First Congregational Church’s Christmas Program  

is December 22nd. 
 

We will be practicing on the Sundays leading up to Christmas:  

December 1st; December 8th; December 15th, and December 22nd. 
 

Join us downstairs at 9:30 am for Christmas fun as we get everything 

ready.  All children and youth are welcome! 

                                                                                            

   

Yankton State Hospital Needs Your Holiday Gifts 

The Belle Fourche UCC is collecting gifts to be delivered to Yankton State Hospital.  Many of the 

patients at the State Hospital will not be able to go home for the holidays.  Your donation will likely be 

the only holiday cheer that they will receive.   

Any article of new clothing, personal care supplies, puzzle books, commercially wrapped food items are 

welcome.  A complete list of suggested items is on the Collection Box in the back of the sanctuary. 

Help us remind the Yankton patients that they are not forgotten while they seek mental health services.  

Donations are needed by December 6th to ensure delivery by Christmas. 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 


